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 As Chairman of the Lake Area Foundation, I 

am pleased to present the FY24 Lake Area Foun-

dation’s Annual Report, through which we can 

share the accomplishments of the past year. 

 First and foremost, I’m excited to report that 

total Foundation assets for FY24 have grown to 

$1,545,465. What an absolutely amazing accom-

plishment for the Foundation, which was formed 

just 12 years ago! 

 I’d like to thank our staff volunteers and    

everyone who serves and has served on our Regional Board of Directors, 

and a special shout out to those who serve on our advisory, investment, 

audit, nominating, and distribution committees. We could not make this 

Foundation a success without your continued commitment 

and dedication.  

 I would like to request that you take 

every opportunity to share and educate 

about the Lake Area Foundation 

throughout your communities, to en-

courage the development of new funds 

that will help the people in our region now, 

and indeed, forever. 

Matthew Hopper  

 The Lake Area Foundation was created in 
faith, knowing that the need existed for a frame-
work for giving, and that dozens of funds would 
come with time in an effort to serve the region. 
 I am inspired by our Board of Directors, do-
nors and partners who have demonstrated resili-
ence and dedication to the communities we 
serve.  
 I am humbled and thankful for the Lake  
Cumberland Area Development District staff 
who continue to volunteer their time and efforts 

to grow the Foundation.  
 The Foundation has seen three new funds set up in FY2024, bringing 
the total number of funds to 26. We’ve had $174,118 donated this year to 
the Foundation.  
 This year, the Foundation board awarded numerous projects and 
scholarships, such as emergency service equipment, insulation installa-
tion for a nonprofit, archaeological study for a municipality, and scholar-
ships to students throughout many different counties.   
  The Foundation continues to see growth in funds and donors. I am 
excited for 2025 and to see our community prosper, as we achieve great 
success together.  

Lyndsey Brown                                        

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

F o r  G o o d ,  Fo r e v e r  



 The Lake Area Foundation (LAF), a 
community foundation, was formed in 
July 2012 with the approval of by-laws, 
followed by the creation of a regional 
board of directors and the creation of 
advisory committees in each of the ten 
counties served -- Adair, Casey, Clinton, 
Cumberland, Green, McCreary, Pulaski, 
Russell, Taylor and Wayne. 
 Statistics from the National Philan-
thropic Trust show that in 2022 Ameri-
cans gave $499.33 billion in charitable 
contributions in the United States. Many 
people have the misconception that indi-
viduals can’t give enough money to 
make a difference. What might be sur-
prising to learn, however, is that individ-
uals actually contributed $319.04 billion, 
representing 64% of total giving.  
 Individuals, indeed, are very gener-
ous…and when their money is pooled, 
individuals will find that their small con-
tributions can add up to make significant 
differences in their communities. 
 What if the citizens of the entire re-
gion pooled their resources and used the 
earnings to provide good things for cur-

rent and future needs? The Lake Area 
Foundation was created in faith, know-
ing that the need existed for this 
“framework for giving,” and that dozens, 
even hundreds of funds would come 
with time.  
 The Foundation is staffed and man-
aged by volunteer staff from the Lake 
Cumberland Area Development District. 
With facilities, staff and a framework in 
place, this effort is being undertaken as a 
service to the region.  
 The Foundation began with a simple 
idea: charitable giving should be easy, 
flexible and effective. The Foundation 
continues to develop a permanent, yet 
flexible, collection of endowment funds 
contributed by people from all walks of 
life who want to give something back in 
a way that matters to them. 
 The principal of these funds remains 
intact forever, with the income generated 
annually invested back into the commu-
nity through grants that tackle today’s 
needs and prepare for tomorrow’s chal-
lenges. 
  

 Discretionary or Unrestrict-
ed Funds: Address your 
community’s most pressing 
needs. 

 Donor Advised: Make rec-
ommendations regarding 
distributions of gifts from 
your fund. 

 Designated Funds: Support 
specific charities. 

 Scholarship Funds: Provide 
access to education to de-
serving students. 

 Agency Endowments:  Non-
profit organizations create 
endowments to support their 
operations or programs. 

 Field of Interest: Benefit an 
area of need, such as arts, 
rather than a specific chari-
ty. 

 Contribute to Existing 
Funds: Gifts meet the gen-
eral charitable needs of a 
community. 

Lake Area Foundat ion Facts  
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KINDS OF FUNDS 

 The Lake Area Foundation continues to add new funds (see new FY24 funds denoted in red below) and grow exist-
ing ones. These funds provide many opportunities for citizens to donate to local and regional organizations.  

REGIONAL AND MULTI-COUNTY 

 OPERATING FUND 

 PAT BELL ADMINISTRATIVE FUND 

 BETHANY HOUSE FUND 

 LAKE CUMBERLAND AREA DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

 LAKE CUMBERLAND CHILDREN'S ADVOCACY   
CENTER FUND 

 LAKE CUMBERLAND SENIOR SERVICES FUND 

ADAIR COUNTY 

 LINDSEY WILSON COLLEGE FUND 

 BILLY BLOYD SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

CLINTON COUNTY 

 CALEB’S CAUSE FUND 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY 

 WE CARE OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY FUND 

PULASKI COUNTY 

 WEIGEL FAMILY SOMERSET HIGH SCHOOL  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 FLASHBACK THEATER LEGACY FUND 

RUSSELL COUNTY 

 RUSSELL COUNTY DEVELOPMENT FUND 

 RUSSELL COUNTY — GOD'S FOOD PANTRY FUND 

 RUSSELL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI      
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 RUSSELL COUNTY HONOR GUARD FUND 

 RUSSELL COUNTY WOMEN'S CIRCLE FUND 

 CROSS CREEK CHURCH BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
FUND 

 DAVID STEPHENS SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 JAMES AND BETTYE BECK SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

TAYLOR COUNTY 

 DURHAM SCHOOL LEGACY FUND 

 CAMPBELLSVILLE/TAYLOR COUNTY               
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT FUND 

 GEORGE AND JOAN HOWELL  ENVIRONMENTAL  
EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 CLAY HILL EDUCATIONAL CAPITAL FUND 

CASEY COUNTY 

 CASEY COUNTY HOSPITAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

GREEN COUNTY 

 JANE TODD CRAWFORD HOSPITAL SCHOLAR-
SHIP FUND 

OUR FUNDS 



 FY2024 was another great year for the Lake Area Foundation as 

the organization’s funds were able to disburse educational scholar-

ships totaling $21,000 to talented students in our region.  

 The David Stephens Science Scholarship Fund awarded educa-

tional scholarships to Sara Grider, Alexis Smith, and Ashton Wall. 

Each student received $1,500 in awards. The George and Joan How-

ell Environmental Education Scholarship Fund awarded $2,000 in 

scholarships to Caitlin McMann.  

 The Weigel Family Somerset High School Scholarship Fund 

awarded scholarships to Kailyn Henderson, Milli Moore, Dewayne 

Thomas, Jillian Langford, Addison Langford, Lain Prater, and Julia 

Beasley. Students each received $1,000 in scholarships. 

 The Jane Todd Crawford Hospital Scholarship Fund awarded 

$1,000 scholarships to Chloe Simpson and Isabella Johnson. The 

Casey County Hospital Scholarship Fund awarded scholarships to 

Leonard Castine and Abygail Pendleton. Each student received 

$1,000 in scholarships. 

 The Billy Bloyd Scholarship Fund presented $500 scholarships 

to Briley Burns and Maison Karnes. The James and Bettye Beck 

Scholarship Fund presented a $2,500 scholarship to Ashton Keen.  

Students Benefit from LAF Scholarship Funds 
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Caitlin McMann was the recipient of George and Joan 
Howell Environmental Education Scholarships.  

A Billy Bloyd Scholarship was awarded to Briley Burns. 

Maison Karnes received a Billy Bloyd Scholarship. Right, Ashton Keen received 
the James and Bettye Beck Scholarship. 

David Stephens Science Scholarships were awarded to Alexis Smith, Sara Grider and Ashton Wall. 
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 The City of Jamestown was award-
ed $3,082 to fund an archaeological 
study for the Clifty Creek Road ele-
vated water storage tank construc-
tion project. This unexpected ex-
pense created a project funding gap.  

 The Lake Cumberland Area Devel-
opment Fund paid for the study 
which helped move along this important water project, 
which when completed will benefit around 1,000 house-

 Casey County Community Ministries (CCCM) was 
awarded a $4,879.52 grant from the Lake Cumberland Ar-
ea Development Fund for The Gathering Place Insulation 
Project. Funds were used for the purchase and installation 
of   R-30 batt insulation for 2,500 sq. ft. of attic space in 
CCCM's building which houses The Gathering Place, a thrift 
store that also provides numerous vital programs and ser-
vices to Casey County residents. 

 The Gathering Place Insulation Project was one part of 
the heating and cooling improvements that were planned 
for The Gathering Place building. This funding comple-
mented the CCCM Board’s $10,000 investment in the re-

 The Eli Volunteer Fire Department in Russell County 
was awarded a grant for $5,000 from the Lake Cumberland 
Area Development Fund. Grant funds were used to assist 
with the purchase of a set of rescue jack struts. 

 This equipment is used to rescue occupants or opera-
tors who become trapped when a vehicle or piece of ma-
chinery overturns. Responders use the equipment to stabi-

LCADF Assists Fire Department With 
Purchase of Rescue Equipment  

LCADF Covers Cost of Archaeology 
Study for Water Tank Project 

LCADF Provides Funding for Insulation in CCCM Building in Liberty 

 The Cross Creek Church Building and Maintenance Fund 
was set up to assist Cross Creek Church with building and 
maintenance projects as needed. This year Cross Creek 
Church was able to request $2,500 from its LAF fund to use 
for bathroom renovations and sound system upgrades. 

 The current bathroom space was renovated with new 
floor, trim, paint and fixtures, thus improving the space for 
the congregation. Sound system upgrades included the 
purchase of a wireless microphone system, additional 

Cross Creek Funds Special Project 

LAF staff presented a check to the Eli Volunteer Fire Department, 
left to right: Justin Shirley, Ben Oakes, Dean Roy, John Shaffer, 
Paige Coe, Lyndsey Brown, Judy Hachey, John Coons, Joe Brans-
cum, and Chief Marty Kazsuk. Funds will be used to purchase    
rescue equipment. 

LAF staff Lyndsey Brown, Paige Coe and Kevin Tarter presented a 
check to Brenda Carmicle, Connie Cundiff, and Char Hecht to cover 
the cost of insulation for The Gathering Place in Liberty. 
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The Lake Area Foundation encourages philanthropic giving by providing an 

accessible means for contributions to be made to permanent endowments 

that benefit charitable concerns related to community and economic devel-

opment, education, health and human services, the arts, public recreation 

and civic beautification. Our service area includes Adair, Casey, Clinton, 

Cumberland, Green, McCreary, Pulaski, Russell, Taylor, and Wayne counties. 

FY 2024 Donors 
 

 United Cumberland 
Bank 

 Monticello Banking 
Company 

 Michael Ford 

 Randy Marcum 

 Myra Wilson 

 Jessie Wilkerson 

 Brenda Russell 

 Garland Hoskins 

 Donna Diaz 

 Chris Ford 

 Waylon Wright 

 Allan Chapman 

 Lisa Jan Thomas 

 Linda P. Stephens 

 Michelle Whitis 

 Samuel Brown 

 United Citizens Bank 

 First National Bank 

 Connie Foster 

 Duo Co. Telecom 

 Citizens National Bank 

 Dr. Jerry D. Westerfield 

 Sun Pools, Inc. 

 Fellowship Tabernacle 

 Chelsea Powell 

 Eagles Nest Ministries 

 Lyle Scott 

 Judy Shelley 

 Wendell Byrd 

 Diane Zike 

 Amy Kendall 

 Donnie Shelley 

 Jimmy Felkins 

 Virginia Bertram 

 Dennis Hickman Jr. 

 Sherry Owens 

 Megan Riddle 

 Sheila Cornelius 

 Sarah Baze 

 Mary Kessinger 

 Deborah Oliver 

 Carmen Anderson 

 Brentley Bault 

 Franck Bikoya 

 Tonya Bloyd 

 Cindy Boger 

 Lyndsey Brown 

 Paige Coe 

 Ian Cole 

 Harley Corder 

 Jeric DeVore 

 Sarah Elmore 

 Joe Grider  

 Judy Hachey 

 Brittany Hammond 

 Larry Hatfield 

 Michael Overby 

 Kailey Phelps-Gaither 

 Jamie Anderson 

 Kevin Tarter 

 Makayla Shepard 

 Tammy Walker 

 Marsha Wells 

 Amanda Weston 

 Shelby Williams 

 James L. Beck  

 Michael Diaz 

 Carolyn Shuler  

 Heather Robertson 

 Allen Sparr 

 Brian Burchffield 

 Melissa Lawson 

 Betty W. Peterson    
Memorial Funds         
for the Arts 

 Jane Todd Crawford 
Hospital 

 Casey Co. Hospital  

 Susan Eysenbach 

 Health First Pharmacy, 
PSC 

 Getwell Pharmacy of  
Columbia KY, Inc.  

 Community Medical 
Services, Inc. 

 Oak Forest Church 

 Mark Risen, DPM, PSC 

 John D. Henderson, PSC 

 Foster-Toler-Curry    
Funeral Home 

 Parrot and Ramsey    
Funeral Home, Inc. 

 Community Trust Bank 

 Don Franklin Family of 
Dealerships 

 Taylor Co. Bank 

 Tri Co. Electric 

 Mikie Ash 

 Hometown Pharmacy 
of Campbellsville, PLLC 

 Joseph G. Weigel 

 Comfort Keepers 

 Love Nails 

 Jay’s Pharmacy 

 Citizens Bank and Trust, 
Co.  

 Farm Bureau Insurance 

 Mighty Dollar, Inc. 

 Lindsey W. Gosser 

 New To You 

 Russell Co. Jaycees, Inc. 

 William Bryant 

 Carnes Auto Repair, LLC 

 G & J Auto Sales 

 City of Russell Springs 

 McCreary Co. Fiscal 
Court 

 First & Farmers       Na-
tional Bank 

 Casey Co. Senior Citi-
zens – Special Account 

 Bartle Funeral Home, 
Inc.  

 McKinney-Brown    Fu-
neral Home, LLC 

 Superior Battery 

 Reed Brothers Insur-
ance Services, Inc. 

Lake Area Foundation 

P.O. Box 1570 

Russell Springs, KY  42642 

270-866-4200 

www.lakeareafoundation.com 


